


Meeting
10/04

Timeline Deliverable 1 - PHASE I

Meeting 
14/02

Meeting 
25/02

Meeting 
18-19/03

20 
March

Delivery of the 
Guidelines to 
the European
Commission

9 April 
DDIII

Formal presentation of 
the Guidelines at

Digital Day III
&

Kick off of Phase II: 
Piloting the Guidelines and 

gathering “practical” 
feedback

AGENDA

• Discussion of revised
draft & major feedback 

• Aim for consensus in 
principle on Chapters
I & II

• Presentation
preliminary feedback 
Assessment List

AGENDA
• Discussion of revised draft

& major feedback 
• Aim for consensus in 

principle on Chapter III
• Clarifying language

signing-up / piloting
procedure for 
stakeholders

1/02

TO DO

• Processing of the 
feedback received on 
the first draft

• First implementation
of the feedback

• Identification of major 
discussion points

Deadline 
Consultation

TO DO

• Further processing 
and implementation of 
feedback & of points 
agreed on 14/02

• Preparation of 
summary with main 
points of feedback & 
our reply

AGENDA

• Discussion 
outstanding points D1 
& Finalisation of the 
document

• Discussion D2 
Recommendations

Meeting
8/04

AGENDA 8 & 10/04

Working on Deliverable 2



Composition of the AI HLEG

52 experts

23 companies

19 academia

10 civil society

Chair: Pekka Ala-PietiläWorking 
Group 1

Product: draft AI Ethics 
Guidelines

Chair: Nozha Boujemaa

Working 
Group 2

Product: Policy & Investment 
Recommendations

Chair: Barry O'Sullivan

Trustworthy HLEG?

ØOnly 4 philosophers in HLEG.



„Ethics-washing“Def.:

1. Organizing and cultivating ethical debates
a. in order to delay,
b. postpone,
c. avoid,
d. deter from,
e. or substitute for policy making or regulation.

→ The current situation needs rules which are binding, 
enforceable and encompass the legitimacy of a full 
democratic process.



Introduction

• AI technology is moving incredibly fast 
• Challenge for regulators

• We don't have all the answers
• Humility needed
• Further research needed
• Flexibility / adaptability of regulatory models needed

• Ethics as a necessity and as key enabler for Business

• Interdisciplinary & multi-stakeholder approach is crucial



„Ethics-shopping“Def.:

Regulatory patchworks may give rise to ‘ethics 
shopping’, resulting in the relocation of AI 
development and use to regions with lower 
ethical standards. Allowing the debate to be 
dominated by certain regions, disciplines, 
demographics or industry actors risks excluding a 
wider set  of  societal interests  and  perspectives.

European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies 
(2018). Statement on Artificial Intelligence, Robotics and 
‘Autonomous’ Systems: 14. doi:10.2777/531856





Deliverable 1: The Guidelines 

Guidelines should be:

• Practically implementable in a variety of situations

• Cover main domains where ethical guidance is needed

• Intent 
• Implementation
• Use Cases
• Red Lines

Ø There are no non-negotiable Red Lines any more.
Ø There CAN be situations in which no ethically

acceptable trade-offs are available. 



Bad News
1. Ethics Guidelines are strongly industry-dominated.
2. No real normative substance on the level of concrete

recommendations (e.g., Red Lines).
3. Many unsolved issues:

a. „explicability“ (rhetorically glossed over by „traceability“, 
„auditability“, etc.),

b. synthetic phenomenology (artificial consciousness),
c. AGI (artificial general intelligence),
d. (…)

4. Short-sighted.



Good News
1. Our current Ethics Guidelines are

much better than anything China or
the USA have.

2. Our current Ethics Guidelines are an 
excellent first step to begin a second
phase of discussion and to velop it
further.



What do we need?
1. Training: A whole new generation of experts in 

the Applied Ethics of AI.
2. Professional Research: A continued discussion of

the Ethics Guidelines on a less biased and more
professional (i.e., academic) level.

3. Dissemination of research results:
a. Communication to the general public,
b. Transfer to education system. 



A positive proposal

1. Allocate 12,5% of the investment for
2. a European Ethics Hub plus
3. an education/dissemination-network 

across all European universities. 

→Continue the debate on an academic level.





The BIG question:

In this critical historic transition - can
humankind‘s great spiritual, religious, 
humanistic, or philosophical traditions

make a substantial contribution?

There is competition!



http://www.wayofthefuture.church/
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